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Virginia victories 
give party return 
on investment 


By Joe Garofoli 


While many Democrats 
have been heralding the elec- 
tion victories in Virginia last 
week as the start of the party’s 
revival, others are using them 
to consider how the national 
party and other political orga- 
nizations can better spend 
their money. 

California Democrats didn’t 
get a lot of return on invest- 
ment for their campaign con- 
tributions last year. Even 
though Californians donated 
$107 million of the $529 million 
raised by the Hillary Victory 
Fund, according to the Center 
for Responsive Politics, none 
of that money went to the 
California Democratic Party. 
Instead, it went to 32 other 
state parties — including Wyo- 
ming, a state that hasn’t sent a 
Democrat to Washington since 
the 1970s — as well as to Hilla- 
ry Clinton’s campaign and the 
national party. 

It wasn’t illegal. Donors 
were told where the money 
was going, and most under- 
stood there were more urgent 
Democratic needs outside of 
deep-blue California. But given 
the national party’s dismal 
record — Democrats have lost 
more than 1,000 state and local 
seats over the past decade and 
are the minority party in 
Washington — that spending 
plan illustrates the need for 
smarter, more narrowly fo- 

Spending continues on A12 


The smoke has been gone for nearly a month. The scars of the 
North Bay fires remain, and rebuilding has just begun for many. But 
overall, Wine Country survived; its valleys, vineyards, ranches, hill- : 
sides, historic landmarks and beautiful towns are open to all of us. | 
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It’s time to return. 

Today, we bring you a special Wine Country travel section that 
celebrates what is best about Napa Valley and Sonoma County. 
Many businesses in the region have sent out the call that they are 
open for business. The Bay Area is invited to drink the wine. Eat 
the local food. Stay a night. These simple pleasures may seem 
small when measured against the tremendous task of healing. 
But in fact, they will help the North Bay communities heal faster. 

Our 48-page section features stories on a new winery focused 
on the next generation of wine drinkers; an artist who is making 
sculpture from the fires’ rubble; restaurant critic Michael Bauver’s 
favorite Wine Country spots; and much more — stories that 
demonstrate why this beautiful, creative region remains one of 
the most popular destinations in the world. 
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Find The Chronicle’s comprehensive coverage of the Wine 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Rising star of new 
an Francisco era 
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Noah Berger / Special to The Chronicle 
Salesforce Tower, among a cluster of skyscrapers, soars 1,070 feet, making it San Francisco’s tallest building by 217 feet. 


INSIDE Salesforce Tower a stark symbol of city’s shifting priorities 


» A structural 
diagram of the 


tower. A15 | By John King neighboring Mission Bay from a planning theory 
into a functioning neighborhood. 
ONLINE It is the nature of some buildings, if nature is And it is true of Salesforce Tower at First and 
» Interactive the word, to loom even larger as symbols than Mission streets — even though San Francisco’s 
graphics, more they do in real life. new tallest building won’t open for months. 
photos and This was true of the Ferry Building, which The main tenant is a technology firm not yet 
previous stories: | opened in 1898 and immediately became San 20 years old, underscoring combustive shifts in 
www.sfchron Francisco’s portal to the world. It was true of the the regional economy. The tower’s link to the 
icle.com/ Giants’ AT&T Park, which established a south- $2.26 billion transit center being built next door 
transbay ern anchor for the Embarcadero and turned Transbay continues on A14 


Sexual misconduct rampant 
in restaurants, workers say 


By Justin Phillips 


Northern California is re- 
garded as a dining destination, 
home to some of the world’s 
top forward-thinking chefs. 
But as the deluge of stories 
about sexual harassment and 
abuse within the political, 
entertainment, tech and media 
industries continues, the Bay 
Area food world is grappling 
with its own history of mis- 
conduct. 

Many in the restaurant 


Cg 
Weather 
Mostly 
» In Nation: industry describe a culture cloudy. C14 
Actors Rich- that has not only failed to 
ard Dreyfuss eradicate the pervasiveness of E- 
and George sexual harassment but has | 
Takai are ac- fostered it. 
cused of ha- The issue has plagued all E- 


rassment. A7 | types of restaurants, and it’s 
been embedded for decades. 
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Ren e Even before he opened his = 
Speier says popular Napa Valley restau- =o 
Congress rant Bottega in 2008, Bay Area =O 
must protect chef Michael Chiarello was 3 = 
victims, not said to have a “propensity” for Mason Trinca / Special to The Chronicle =C o 
shield the sexually harassing women Tanya Holland, owner of Brown Sugar Kitchen in Oakland, = 
accused. E5 Dining continues on A10 says women often must learn “how to hang with the boys.” — 
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